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Dear Residents,
We are excited for our December issue because it’s starting to reflect 

what you, the readers, want to see. We asked for, and received, stories of 
interest to you, and we’ve included some in this issue. One story is about 
the wonderful Patel family, who reached out to us to talk about the great 
work their kids started in bringing companionship to youth and the elderly 
nationwide. Brian Vargo, a Meadows at Morris Farm resident and 18-year 
systems security professional, gives us some great tips on how to shop 
online SAFELY. Also, we have our first installment of our Kid’s Publisher 
Corner, where we asked your middle or high school students to submit 
stories, essays or poems. We received a great poem by Emma, and it’s 
perfect for the holiday season—we know you’ll enjoy it.

And speaking of the holidays, you’ll find extensive lists for you and your 
family to enjoy this holiday season. There are plenty of Nutcrackers and 
Santa Sightings to see, but we would personally encourage you to visit 
the Bethlehem Walk. This event, produced by Holy Trinity Church, will 
be on Thursday and Friday, Dec. 21 and 22. You will be amazed how the 
church has been stunningly transformed into 1st century Bethlehem and 
you can walk amongst the shopkeepers, townsfolk and Roman guards in 
this wonderful Christmas display. You may even run into some Wise Men. 
And, of course, a special family waits for you at the end! We hope you can 
enjoy this and all the other events going on around our neighborhoods to 
enhance your spirit of the season!

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and Peace and Joy in the New Year!

- Debbie and Michael Wykowski

Debbie and Michael Wykowski 
Publishers

Marianne Weaver
Content Coordinator
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EXPERT CONTRIBUTORS

Real Estate
RE/MAX  - Kristi Tressler
540-878-7117
Email: homeatremax@gmail.com
homeatremax.com

Fitness
Snap Fitness 24 - 7
Chris Badillo
571-222-7627
www.snapfitness.com/gainesvilleva

Family Medicine
Lifetime Family Medicine
703-754-0425 
www.facebook.com/LifetimeFamilyMedicine

Travel Agent
Simple Luxuries Travel
Jennifer Lalli
407-494-1044
Email: JLalli@SimpleLuxuriesTravel.com
www.SimpleLuxuriesTravel.com

To learn more about becoming an expert contributor, 
contact Michael and Debbie Wykowski at 
dwykowski@bestversionmedia.com or 703-203- 9130.

Electrical
Hickerson Brothers Electric Service Inc. 
Brian Hickerson
703-594-3913
hickersonbrothers.com

Flooring
Kemper Carpet and Flooring
Tammy Titus
571-222-4838
Email: tammy@kempercarpet.com
kempercarpet.com

Dental
Gainesville Dental Associates
571-290-2647a
gainesvilledentalassociates.com

Insurance
State Farm Insurance
Preston Charlton
571-261-9817
www.prestoncharlton.com

SAFE TRAVELS 
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

2017 PROMOTIONS
1. Receive up to a $50 gift card for Walt Disney World packages booked 
before 12/31/17. * Certain restrictions apply.
2. Receive a $15 dollor per person on board credit for cruises booked 
before 12/31/17. * Certain restrictions apply!

JENNIFER LALLI
Simple Luxuries Travel
Specializing in Disney Destinations
and Universal Vacations
FB/IG: MickeyEars4Us
407-494-1044
jlalli@simpleluxuriestravel.com
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T he Patel Family of the Reserve at Lake 
Manassas has embraced a family motto: If 
you want to go fast, go alone. If you want 

to go FAR, go together. And together, they are 
making their mark on the community by creating 
a program connecting kids and senior citizens. 

“Our kids are very close to their grandparents,” said Anjali 
Patel, who, with her husband, Pranav, is raising Ishaana, 5; 
Saranya, 8; and Aarav, 9. “Lots of times, they are more willing to 
share information with their grandparents than with us, because 
they know they won’t be judged or admonished for what they say.”

But, she said, the grandparents are not local.  
“The kids started seeking similar comfort closer to home, and 

became friends with a wonderful grandfather at their karate 
class named Patrick,” she said. “They are starting to realize that 
age doesn’t make a difference when it comes to making strong 
friendships. In fact, there is mutual respect between these two 
generations, and there is a level of affection, praise and fun that 
you don’t see in same generation friendships.”

That’s when seeing-i2i.com was born. Anjali said the kids 
created the concept, and with her help creating the website,  they 
launched the project online in August 2017.

“The goal is to give seniors and youth a platform and a way 
to communicate with one another through a virtual pen pal 
system,” she explained. “When we were kids, we would sometimes 
have pen pals through the mail. It’s the same idea, except it’s 
using something we all already have with us: phones, tablets or 
computers.”

“It’s easy to get involved,” she said. “Simply 
visit the website and sign up.” The Patels 
respond with a short questionnaire, asking 
about interests, values and hobbies, which are 
used to make the match. 

“A retired musician might be matched with 
a student who also loves music,” she offered. 
“On the flip side, a retired musician might 
be matched with someone who says they 
HATE music class, because the senior may 
be able to present the subject from a different 
perspective and break down different types 
of music, and how music can add joy to one’s 
life.”

Once the match is made, she said seeing-i2i.
com provides both parties with some ice-
breaker questions.

“We recommend friends talk on at least a 
bi-weekly basis, even if it’s just a 
few minutes at a time,” she said. 
“Knowing that someone will be 
there to listen every week, or 
every two weeks, can be a lifeline 
when someone is going through a 
challenging time.”

To date, the Patels have 
matched a handful of Lake 
Manassas kids, as well as some 
children from Cleveland and 
Chicago. Locally, the Fairmont 
Retirement Community of 
Manassas has joined the initiative. 

“We are expecting the number 
to grow as we let more and more 
youth know about this brand new 
initiative,” said Patel. “We are 

especially interested in bringing on more high school students, as 
they have a world of wealth and insight to offer, and could benefit 
from having an older mentor as well.”

Good Neighbors
The Patels met in 2005.
“It was a Thursday night, and I was all set to stay home and 

watch ‘Grey’s Anatomy,’ but my sister dragged me out to a lounge 
in D.C. called Play,”  Anjali recalled. “I’m glad she did because that 
is where Pranav and I met! We got married about two years later.”

Pranav, an Army veteran, is a hematologist/oncologist and 
works in Culpeper. Anjali is a realtor and a practicing commercial 
real estate attorney, and works near Tysons. The Gainesville area 
offered a reasonable commute for both, and the Patels moved into 
the Reserve At Lake Manassas in 2014.

“We moved to the area because we love how this section of 
Gainesville is within walking distance of Wegman's,” she said. 
Although convenience is key, it’s the neighborhood that keeps 
them here. 

“We are fortunate to have some of the friendliest neighbors we 
could ask for,” she said. “There are kids on either side of us, which 
is a huge benefit. I love when kids come over and I can hear the 

Making Connections: 
The Patel Family

sounds of people laughing and running around outside. The sound of kids 
reminds me of my childhood and makes our house feel like a home. Good 
neighbors can make or break a living experience. In our case, we know we will 
be friends with our neighbors for years to come.”

Facts and Figures
Anjali said they live in a house divided during basketball season. 
“The kids and I love the Cleveland Cavaliers, although their dad prefers the 

Houston Rockets,” she said. “Our son Aarav is a walking encyclopedia and has 
memorized what seems like every NBA statistic out there!”

She added that all three kids love math.
“They are probably better at it than their parents are,” she laughed. “Neither 

my husband nor I can help our 9-year-old anymore!”
Ishaana, she said, enjoys painting and drawing, while Saranya has assumed 

the role of the unofficial family photographer. 
Although Anjali said the family doesn’t take many (any?) “exotic” vacations, 

they do travel to Houston and Ohio every year so the kids can spend time 
with their grandparents and extended family.

“We think we hold the record for getting lost the most frequent number of 
times while traveling,” she said. “We have never been on a road trip without 
getting lost. This past summer, we drove to Cleveland, which is something 
we do several times a year. Somehow, we passed the exit and nearly drove to 
Indiana! Even GPS can’t help us!”

But for the Patels, it’s all about the journey. 
“It takes a village to raise a child,” she said. “We tell our kids that life is a 

journey that is best enjoyed alongside friends and family.” 

Photography by DreamSpeed Photography
We would like thank Homestead Realty for sponsoring this month’s feature story. RESIDENT FEATURE

Do you know a neighbor who has a story to share? Nominate your neigh-
bor to be featured in one of our upcoming issues! Contact us at 

dwykowski@bestversionmedia.com.

 By Marianne Weaver
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It is that time of year again and last-
minute shoppers will be hitting online 

retailers to find that perfect gift or must-
have tchotchke. However, in an effort 
to secure these last-minute gifts, it is 
important to remain cognizant of the 
real threat of online credit card fraud. 
According to ACI Worldwide, a large retail 
payments processor, retail fraud was up 31 
percent during the 2016 holiday shopping 
season. With no shortage of bad guys out 
there, 2017 may very well top last year. 

There are several things you can do 
to protect yourself against online scams 
and fraud. One of the easiest protection 
measures is to simply ensure that your PC 
is up to date with the latest security patches 
and anti-virus definitions. While this seems 
like an easy thing to do, a very large portion 
of compromises and data breaches occur 
because a company or organization fails to 
apply patches in a timely manner. In fact, 
the recent Equifax data breach was due to 
an unpatched vulnerability that had been 
identified months earlier. Installing your 
updates and patches does not take long and 
provides necessary security. 

When shopping online, it is important 

to remember to never buy anything 
online using your credit card from 
a site that does not use SSL (secure 
sockets layer) You will know if it has 
SSL because the URL for the site 
will start with HTTPS:// (instead 
of just HTTP://) and an icon of a 

locked padlock will appear either on the 
top or bottom bar of your browser.This 
ensures that the connection between your 
browser session and the retailers payment 
processing server is secure. If the site does 
not appear to use SSL for their payment 
processing it is advisable to not proceed 
with the purchase. 

Temporary or virtual credit cards are 
another great way to protect your credit 
card number from online merchants. 
They work by providing a unique “card” 
number for a transaction that can only be 
used once. That way even if a scammer 
were to get the number, it would be 
worthless. While you may not feel this level 
of security is necessary for shopping at 
well-established merchants like Amazon.
com, their use can be a great extra layer 
of security when shopping at smaller or 
unknown retailers. Bank of America and 
Citi currently offer virtual credit cards and 
there are many other third-party services 
as well. Privacy.com is one such service that 
offers several options for users to create 
one-time cards, as well as virtual numbers 
that can be re-used. Of course, you should 

always check your statements to make sure 
your transactions cleared as expected.

By keeping a few of these tips in mind, 
your holiday shopping experience will be 
easier, safer, and less stressful.

Brian Vargo is an information systems 
manager and a certified information systems 

security professional (CISSP) living in the 
Meadows at Morris Farms. He is also the vice 

commissioner for Prince William County 
Parks and Recreation, representing the 

Brentsville Magisterial District.

Safe Shopping 
Online During the Holidays

By Brian Vargo

PROUDLY FEATURING   
Club 571-222-7627 

7641 Somerset Crossing Dr.
gainesvilleva@snapfitness.com 
snapfitness.com/gainesvilleva

GRAND RE-OPENING 
COMING SOON!

PERSONAL TRAINING • MEAL PLANS 
GROUP FITNESS • MY ZONE • 24/7 

NOW WITH 
SHOWERS

WARRENTON CUSTOM CABINETS LLC
Quality Handmade Cabinets At A Price You Can Afford

Mark Arrington
Owner, Designer, and Sales
7347 Comfort Inn Drive
Warrenton, VA 20186
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cfdQlw7UrLA
(540) 349-3227
WARRENTONCUSTOMCABINETSLLC@VERIZON.NET
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Sat., Dec. 2, Sun., Dec. 3, Sat., Dec. 9, Sun., Dec. 10
“The Nutcracker,” presented by The Lasley Centre for the 
Performing Arts
@ Fauquier High School, 705 Waterloo Rd., Warrenton
The Lasley Centre for the Performing Arts presents its fifth annual 
full-length production. 
Time: 4pm
Cost: General admission is $20; Children 12 and younger and 
seniors 65 and older cost $15. The week of the show, or in person 
at the door, tickets cost $25 for general admission or $20 for 
children 12 and younger and seniors 65 and older. 
www.LasleyNutcracker.com.

Thurs., Dec. 7
Generals Club Deck One Day Pass
@ The Winery at Bull Run, 15950 Lee Highway, Centreville
Walk the historic estate while tasting Virginia wines, and learn 
about the rich Civil War history behind these breathtaking, 
hallowed grounds. This outdoor walking tour lasts about an hour 
and includes tasting eight Bull Run wines and a souvenir wine 
glass to take home! Note: Tour is not suggested for children under 
12. Ticket sales end five minutes before the start of the tour.
Time: 1pm-2pm
Cost: $26.50 – $36.50 
http://www.wineryatbullrun.com/

Thurs., Dec. 7
Osbourn Bands Holiday Fest
@ Osbourn High School, 9005 Tudor Lane, Auditorium, Manassas
The Osbourn High School fine arts department will perform their 
annual Holiday Fest concert. Be ready to welcome the festive 
spirit of the holiday season with music performed by the Osbourn 
Bands and other performing groups.
Time: 7pm-8pm
Cost: Free

Sat., Dec. 9
Gingerbread Houses
@ Haymarket Gainesville Library Community Room, 14870 
Lightner Rd., Haymarket
This a holiday treat for the whole family! Making gingerbread 
houses is so easy that even the tiniest hands can help. Limited to 

50 participants.
Time: Two sessions—10:30am and 1:30pm
Cost: Free
http://pwcgov.evanced.info/eventcalendar.asp

Sat., Dec. 9
Annual Christmas and Holiday Parade
@ Historic Leesburg
On the second Saturday of December, the holiday spirit will be in 
full swing as Leesburg hosts the annual holiday parade starting 
at 6 pm. The parade will usher Santa and his friends down King 
Street, through Historic Leesburg. The parade will begin at Ida 
Lee Drive and end at Fairfax Street.
Time: 6pm
Cost: Free

Sat., Dec. 9
The Governor’s School @ Innovation Park Information Session
@ George Mason University, Science & Tech Campus, Bull Run 
Hall, Room 130
Considering a regional Governor’s School for high school? PWCS 
students have two great options to explore—The Governor’s 
School @ Innovation Park and Thomas Jefferson High School for 
Science and Technology. Open to Tenth grade students and their 
families. 
Time: 9am
Cost: Free
https://governors.pwcs.edu/

Sat., Dec. 9
Mistletoe Magic: A Holiday Festival at Parkridge Center
@ Parkridge Center, 11106 Bulloch Dr., Manassas
This family-friendly festival will feature winter-themed games, 
crafts, ice sculpting demonstrations, a live band performing 
holiday music, animated characters, storytellers, a hot chocolate 
bar, and a Meet and Greet with Mr. Claus himself! 
Cost: Free
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mistletoe-magic-a-holiday-
festival-at-parkridge-center-tickets-39528827788?aff=es2#listing-
organizer

Sat. and Sun., Dec. 9 and 10
Winter Concert Series: “Stars in the Bright Sky”
@ Gainesville Presbyterian Church, 16127 Lee Highway, 
Gainesville
Be uplifted and inspired as the Gainesville Community Choir 
ushers in the holidays with an array of festive music.
Time: 7pm Saturday, 3pm Sunday
Cost: $8
https://gainesvillecommunitychoir.com/about-2/spring-concert/

Dec. 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21 and 22, 
Evening shows at 7:30pm, Merchant Hall and 
Dec. 16, 17, 22 and 23, 
Matinees at 3pm, Merchant Hall
“The Nutcracker,” presented by the Manassas Ballet Theatre
The magical story of Clara and her Nutcracker Prince comes to 
life with the help of an ensemble cast and the Manassas Ballet 
Theatre Orchestra. 
Cost: $35 to $75.

Fri. and Sat., Dec. 15, 16
Christmas Illuminations at Mount Vernon
@ Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial Highway, 
Mount Vernon
Take a stroll through the estate while being serenaded by local 
choirs, learn the 18th-century process of creating chocolate while 
enjoying hot chocolate or cider, finish any last-minute gift needs 
at the Shops at Mount Vernon, and many more 18th-century 
family-friendly festivities.
Time: 5:30pm-9pm
Cost: $34 adult/$24 youth with mansion tour or $30 adult/$20 
youth without mansion tour.

Sat., Dec. 16
Wreaths Across America
@ Manassas Cemetery (VAMCFM), Center St., Manassas
All ages and backgrounds welcome. Ceremonies around the world 
will be starting at the same moment, so please be on time.
Time: Noon
Cost: Free
http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Thurs. Dec. 21, Fri., Dec. 22
Bethlehem Walk 2017
@ Holy Trinity Catholic Church, 8213 Linton Hall Rd., Gainesville
With the help of props, sets and costumed parishioners, the halls 
of Holy Trinity Church will be transformed into the town of 
Bethlehem. Holy Trinity invites the community to walk through the 
town streets and make their way to the Holy Family.
Cost: Free
http://www.holytrinityparish.net/event/bethlehem-walk-2017/

Thurs., Dec. 28
Fredericksburg Snowball Fights
@ Riverfront Park, Sophia St., Fredericksburg
One night only: Snowball fight matches using polyester “snowballs.” 
Event will be held snow or shine. Come dressed for the weather, 
bring drinking water. Vendors will be available for purchasing 
refreshments in the park. Children must be supervised by an 
accompanying adult.
Time: 6pm-8pm
Cost: $3 per person or 2 people for $5
downtown31.com/?s=snowball

Tues., Jan. 2
Books on Tap—The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
@ The Farm Brewery at Broad Run, 16015 John Marshall Highway, 
Broad Run
Books and beer pair perfectly in this new book club hosted by 
Farm Brewery at Broad Run and the Prince William Public Library 
System.
Time: 6:30pm
Cost: Free
http://pwcgov.evanced.info/eventcalendar.asp

Sun., Jan. 7
Cooking the Books Book Club
@ Haymarket Gainesville Library Community Room, 14870 
Lightner Rd., Haymarket
Every month, book club members will meet to share our thoughts 
and our culinary creations in a casual, pot-luck get together.
Time: 3pm
Cost: Free
http://pwcgov.evanced.info/eventcalendar.asp
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OUT OF               THE BLUE

Crabs Seafood Cocktails
5005 Wellington Road | Gainesville,VA 20155
571-284-6350 | outoftheblue.restaurant

Call today to reserve carry-out crabs by the 
dozen, bushel, or half bushel for your next 

gathering!

Patriot 
High School 

Basketball Schedules
High school hoops season is upon us! The Patriot Pioneers varsity boys look to build upon last 
year's 11-15 record under Coach Sherman Rivers. Meanwhile the varsity girls are coming off a 
great 2016-17 season that included a 17-11 record, their first trip to the state tournament and a 
huge upset in the first round over Landstown, a top-seed from the South Region!

Boys Varsity Basketball
12/05  7:30 pm vs. Stone Bridge High School   Home
12/08  7:30 pm vs. Forest Park High School   Home
12/12  7:30 pm vs. C.D. Hylton High School   Away
12/15  7 pm       vs. Osbourn Park High School   Away
12/18  7:30 pm vs. Battlefield High School    Away
12/19  7:30 pm vs. Herndon High School    Away
12/22  7:30 pm vs. Western Branch High School   Home
12/27  TBD       TBD      TBD
12/29  TBD       TBD      TBD
1/2  7:30 pm vs. Stonewall Jackson High School   Home
1/3  7:30 pm vs. South County High School   Away  
1/4  7:30 pm vs. Robinson Secondary    Away
1/9  7:30 pm vs. Gar-Field High School    Away
1/12  7:30 pm vs. Osbourn High School    Home
1/19  7 pm vs. Osbourn Park High School   Home
1/23  7:30 pm vs. Charles J. Colgan Senior High School   Away
1/26  7:30 pm vs. Battlefield High School    Home
1/27  2 pm vs. Oscar Smith High School   Away
1/30  7:30 pm vs. Stonewall Jackson High School   Away
2/9  7:30 pm vs. Osbourn High School    Home
  

Girls Varsity Basketball
12/5  7:30 pm vs. Freedom High School    Away
12/11  6 pm vs. Christ Chapel Academy   Home
12/12  7:30 pm vs. C.D. Hylton High School   Home
12/15  6 pm vs. Osbourn Park High School   Away
12/18  7:30 pm vs. Battlefield High School    Home
12/19  6 pm vs. Herndon High School    Away
12/28  11 am vs. Lake Braddock    Away
12/29  2:30 pm vs. Mills Godwin     Away
12/30  11 am vs. Jefferson     Away
1/2   7:30 pm vs. Stonewall Jackson High School   Away
1/8  7:30 pm vs. Hayfield Secondary School   Home
1/9  7:30 pm vs. Gar-Field High School    Home
1/12  5:30 pm vs. Osbourn High School    Away
1/17  7 pm vs. Mountain View High School   Home
1/19  6 pm vs. Osbourn Park High School   Home
1/23  7:30 pm vs. Charles J. Colgan Senior High School   Home
1/25  7:30 pm vs. Battlefield High School    Away
1/30  7:30 pm vs. Stonewall Jackson High School   Home
2/6  7:30 pm vs. Potomac Senior High School   Home
2/9  6 pm vs. Osbourn High School    Home
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EXPERT CONTRIBUTOR

When you purchase a homeowner’s insurance policy, you'll make 
many decisions. One of the most important is the amount of 

coverage that best meets your needs. Understanding your options will 
help you make an informed choice that safeguards your home and 
your family's financial future. 

WHAT IS REPLACEMENT COST?
Replacement cost is the cost necessary to repair or replace your 

entire home. When you insure your home for its replacement cost, 
your insurer will reimburse you for the cost of rebuilding or repairing 
your home, based on the size and structure of the home that was lost 
or damaged.

The most appropriate way to estimate the replacement cost of your 
home is to hire a building contractor or other building professional to 
produce a detailed replacement cost estimate. State Farm agents use 
an estimating tool from Xactware Solution to assist with the estimate. 
Only the cost of the property's structure and its associated systems, 
fixtures, and finishes will be included in the estimate; land value is 
included in a home's market value but should not be included in the 
amount of insurance you buy.

Benefits: In the event of a loss, replacement cost coverage will 
help your family return to their home and usual quality of life with 
minimal financial interruption. For the best protection, experts 
recommend insuring the home for at least 100 percent of its 
estimated replacement cost.

 Risks: Replacement costs can change over time, so the policy 
should be reviewed annually to make sure its coverage meets your 
needs. Inform your insurer if you have upgraded or improved your 
home, because these alterations may increase your home's estimated 
replacement cost. Also, stay informed about changing market 
conditions in your area. Rising labor, materials and transportation 
costs can directly affect your home's estimated replacement cost. 
For maximum protection, consider a policy that includes an 
inflation clause that automatically adjusts to account for changes in 
construction costs.

WHAT IS MARKET VALUE?
Market value is the amount that a buyer would pay to purchase 

your home and its land in its current condition. Unlike your home's 
estimated replacement cost, its market value is influenced by factors 

beyond the material and labor costs of repairs or reconstruction, 
such as proximity to good schools, local crime statistics, and the 
availability of similar homes. Also, the land itself will be included 
in the home's market value, although it will not be covered by the 
homeowner’s policy.

Benefits: In some cases, market value coverage may be the most 
practical option. Take the example of an ornate older home. In today's 
market, the cost of rebuilding or restoring artisanal woodwork, 
masonry and plastering to their original condition may be much 
higher than the home's purchase price. Therefore, the replacement 
policy premiums for the home would be high. (Special policies are 
available for some historic homes, but these also come at a higher 
price.) For a cash-strapped homeowner, buying a policy based on 
market value offers the best chance to recoup at least partial expenses 
after a loss.

Risks: When you insure a typical home for its market value, you 
are at risk of having incomplete coverage. For example, imagine that 
a family buys a home for $175,000 and takes out a homeowner's 
policy for the same amount. The replacement cost for the home, 
though, is $225,000. If a fire or other insured event destroys the 
house, the insurance settlement would be $50,000 less than the actual 
replacement cost of the home. The family would either have to make 
up the difference themselves or build a new, less expensive home.

REPLACEMENT COST VS. MARKET VALUE
By Preston Charlton
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$495,821 
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$443,000 
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$499,900 
$538,000 
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13676 Bridlewood Dr
13715 Bridlewood Dr
8389 Tenbrook Dr
14207 Murphy Ter
6916 Susquehanna Rd
6023 Gallant Fox Ct #0
6052 Piney Grove Way
15182 Santander Dr
7424 Pensacola Pl
15936 Lee Carter Rd
14258 Ladderbacked Dr
8901 Song Sparrow Dr
14127 Redstart Ct
14209 Sharpshinned Dr
8094 Tysons Oaks Ct
15683 Sedgefield Oaks Ct
7892 Virginia Oaks Dr
13673 Sovereign Way
7600 Hamelin Ln
13672 Sovereign Way

BEDS BATHS SOLD PRICESUBDIVISION

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. Any real estate agent’s ad appearing 
in this magazine is separate from any statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.
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Bridlewood
Bridlewood
Broad Run Oaks
Glenkirk Estates
Greenhill Crossing
Heritage Hunt
Heritage Hunt
Hopewells Landing
Hopewells Landing
Madison Crescent
Meadows At Morris Farm
Meadows At Morris Farm
Meadows At Morris Farm
Meadows At Morris Farm
The Regents At Lake Manassas
The Regents At Lake Manassas
Virginia Oaks
Wentworth Green
Wentworth Green
Wentworth Green
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1
1
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1
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0
1
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HALF BATHS

Hey LEGO® Fans! 
Want a chance to win an amazing LEGO® Mystery Box, as well as 

a feature in "Neighbors of Lake Manassas"?
If you love to build, we'd love to see what you've made!
Simply take a picture of you showing off your most creative LEGO® 

build and send it to us. FIVE lucky builds will be chosen, and each 
winner will receive a LEGO® Mystery Box, full of amazing mini-
figures, special bricks, and neat projects. Plus, the winning projects 
will be featured in the February issue.

There is no purchase necessary—no entry fees or strings 
attached—to participate. Any age is eligible, but we ask you to limit 
yourself to ONE entry per person. Entry must be submitted by a 
person living in a household that receives this publication.

Submit your picture, along with your name, age, and the 
neighborhood you live in, by JANUARY 10 to dwykowski@
bestversionmedia.com. (Emails and other personal info will not be 
disclosed.) 

Winners will be notified by email. Watch your mailbox for the 
February 2017 issue of "Neighbors of Lake Manassas”! featuring the 
FIVE lucky builders.

GOOD LUCK EVERYONE!!

The Joy of the Season
Emma Brox, 13 years old, Meadows at Morris Farms

The snow is white
The trees are bare

The evergreens are glittering
Christmas

Childrens’ eyes sparkle
With anticipation
Silver bells ring

Joyfully
Christmas

Presents given
Presents gotten
Smiles beaming
Hearts softened

Christmas

The season of giving
A season of laughter
All the family home

Hearts are gold
Christmas

There is good
Be the good

For Christmas

Children’s Publishing Corner
Is your child an aspiring writer? We are looking for budding journalists, 

up-and-coming poets and other writers who want to see their work in 
print. This is a chance to build a portfolio of published work while still 
in school. This opportunity is open for all students in middle and senior 
high school. For more information, contact Marianne Weaver, content 
coordinator, at mweaver@bestversionmedia.com.
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“Here is my rock-solid guarantee: We will beat ANY 
competitor’s printed estimate. Period. On brakes, tire, 
suspension, engine repair… anything. And we back 
our work with a 3 year/36,000 mile nationwide parts 
and labor warranty.”

FREE

VA STATE SAFETY
INSPECTION
OR $16 off a 
VA Emissions 
Inspection.
Your choice

With this coupon only.
Not valid with other offers or prior 

purchases. Expires 1/31/18

GAINESVILLE
7400 Hillwood Drive
(Rt. 29 & Linton Hall Rd)

703-753-6469

TWO LOCATIONS!
HAYMARKET

15151 Washington Street
(Downtown Haymarket)

571-445-3380

$25 OFF

ANY 
SYNTHETIC

OIL 
CHANGE
With this coupon only.

Not valid with other offers or prior 
purchases. Expires 1/31/18

$25 OFF

BRAKE SERVICE
Any brake work  

OR  
replacement  

including fluid 
changes

With this coupon only.
Not valid with other offers or prior 

purchases. Expires 1/31/18

$20 OFF

ALLIGNMENT
With purchase of 

4 Michelin or 
Bridgestone Tires

With this coupon only.
Not valid with other offers or prior 

purchases. Expires 1/31/18

Mon - Fri 7am - 8pm     Sat 8am - 5pm

“Here is my rock-solid guarantee: We 
will beat ANY competitor’s printed 
estimate. Period. On brakes, tire, 

suspension, engine repair… anything. 
And we back our work with a 2 

year/24,000 mile nationwide parts and 
labor warranty.”

VA STATE SAFETY
INSPECTION 

OR $16 off a VA 
Emissions
Inspection. 
Your choice 

With this coupon only.
Not valid with other 

offers or prior purchases. 
Expires 1/31/18

ANY
SYNTHETIC

OIL
CHANGE

With this coupon only.
Not valid with other 

offers or prior purchases. 
Expires 1/31/18

BRAKE SERVICE
Any brake work
OR replacement
including fluid 

changes

With this coupon only.
Not valid with other 

offers or prior purchases. 
Expires 1/31/18

ALIGNMENT
With purchase 
of 4 Michelin or

Bridgestone 
Tires

With this coupon only.
Not valid with other 

offers or prior purchases. 
Expires 1/31/18

TWO LOCATIONS!
GAINESVILLE

7400 Hillwood Drive
(Rt. 29 & Linton Hall Rd)

703-753-6469

HAYMARKET
15151 Washington Street
(Downtown Haymarket)

571-445-3380

“Here is my rock-solid guarantee: We will beat ANY 
competitor’s printed estimate. Period. On brakes, tire, 
suspension, engine repair… anything. And we back 
our work with a 3 year/36,000 mile nationwide parts 
and labor warranty.”

FREE

VA STATE SAFETY
INSPECTION
OR $16 off a 
VA Emissions 
Inspection.
Your choice

With this coupon only.
Not valid with other offers or prior 

purchases. Expires 1/31/18

GAINESVILLE
7400 Hillwood Drive
(Rt. 29 & Linton Hall Rd)

703-753-6469

TWO LOCATIONS!
HAYMARKET

15151 Washington Street
(Downtown Haymarket)

571-445-3380

$25 OFF

ANY 
SYNTHETIC

OIL 
CHANGE
With this coupon only.

Not valid with other offers or prior 
purchases. Expires 1/31/18

$25 OFF

BRAKE SERVICE
Any brake work  

OR  
replacement  

including fluid 
changes

With this coupon only.
Not valid with other offers or prior 

purchases. Expires 1/31/18

$20 OFF

ALLIGNMENT
With purchase of 

4 Michelin or 
Bridgestone Tires

With this coupon only.
Not valid with other offers or prior 

purchases. Expires 1/31/18

Mon - Fri 7am - 8pm     Sat 8am - 5pm

FREE $25 OFF $25 OFF $25 OFF

- Stan Wood, Owner
John Filippone, Operations Manager

Mon - Fri 7am - 8pm • Sat 8am - 5pm

More than 200 people attended the BARN Community 
Housing's "Home for the Holidays" Gala at the Westin 
Washington Dulles Airport.

“It was beautiful,” said Bond Cavazos, Barn Community 
resources coordinator. “I think we definitely met our goal for 
this year’s gala.”

The annual event, formerly known as the “Festival of Trees,” 
is the organization’s primary fundraiser. Funds raised at the 
event, she said, are used to further BARN’s mission of “ending 
homelessness, one family at a time.”

Invitations were created by local artist, Lynn Lambert, and 
Della Robbia inspired centerpieces were assembled by the 
Woman's Club of Manassas. Two open bars and hors d’oeuvres 
were ready for guests, who hammed it up in a photobooth and 
vied for the top spot on the silent auction items. 

Following dinner, a video featuring a former BARN family 
was shown. The family of seven, who were homeless, moved 
from shelter to shelter before moving into BARN. The video 
concluded by showing how BARN helped the family pay off 
their debts, secure higher paying jobs, and move into their own 
home.

“And then the auctioneer appealed for donations,” said 
Cavazos. “In just that segment of the evening, more than 
$30,000 was donated.”

After dinner, guests got down to “business” of the live 
auction, which included Tiffany & Co. jewelry, the original 
Home for the Holidays watercolor paintings, an autographed 
Tom Brady football, trips to New York City and Tuscany, club 
seats to Capital One Arena and a hand-carved Santa named 
"Osmund" by Paul Bolinger. 

“Two families bid over this little wooden Santa,” said 
Cavazos. “In the end, it went for over $2,200!”

Cavazos said the lively crowd partied and danced until well 
after 11 pm. 

“I heard from many guests that this was one of the most fun 
BARN galas they’ve gone to … most have been coming for 
20 years,” she said. “This was important because we needed to 
raise the funds needed to keep plugging away at our mission.”

Photographs by Dawn Gardner Photography

Raising Funds for  

the Barn
 By Marianne Weaver
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Woman Owned Business

CALL TO ACTION      

      15% 
OFF PURCHASE 
WITH THIS AD. 

Cannot be combine with other offers.571.222.4838 Office
7937 Stonewall Shops Square 
Gainesville, VA 20155 
(Wegmans Center) 
www.kempercarpet.com

SANTA SIGHTINGS
You better watch out
You better not cry
Better not pout
I'm telling you why
Santa Claus is coming to town

In fact, he is coming to many places around town this year. 
Here are a few locations where you can meet, eat and make 
merry with the big man in the red suit. 

BREAKFAST (AND BRUNCH) WITH SANTA
Saturday, Dec. 2; 8:30am-11:30am (Two seating 
options: 8:30am and 10am)
West Belmont Place at The National Conference Center (18980 
Upper Belmont Place, Leesburg)
Start the day in a merry way with a warm breakfast with Santa. 
Bring your family to enjoy a hot breakfast buffet (including 
special kiddie buffet), family photo with Santa, and more 
holiday fun - gingerbread decorating, reindeer food making, 
festive music, and a movie.
$23 adults and kids 13+, $17 kids 3-12; Free for kids 2 and 
under

EXTRA INFO: Please bring a new, unwrapped toy for the 
Salvation Army's holiday toy drive.
Reservations required: https://westbelmontplace.com/
ourevent/santabreakfast/

Saturday Dec. 2, 9, 16
Airlie Hotel and Conference Center (6809 Airlie Rd, Warrenton)
Enjoy a buffet and many kids’ activities in Santa’s Workshop, 
including crafts, cookie decorating, and meeting with Santa.
$45 adults, $15 children (ages 5-12), under 5 free.
For reservations, call 540-428-7130
https://www.airlie.com/m/upcoming-events/breakfast-with-
santa-at-airlie

Sunday, Dec. 3, 10; 1:30pm-3:30pm
Potomac Point Winery & Vineyard (275 Decatur Rd., Stafford)
This holiday season, hand deliver your wish list to Santa at 
Potomac Point Winery. The brunch menu has something for 
everyone, both young and the young at heart. Elf activities 
include a pancake decorating station, kid’s corner craft station, 
and a cookie-decorating bar. Skip the lines at the mall and 
bring your own camera to take a complimentary picture with 
Mr. and Mrs. Claus. Hot Chocolate, specialty sparkling wine 
cocktails, and wine will be available.
$27 adults, $12 ages 2-7 
Reservations required: http://www.potomacpointwinery.com/
calendar-of-events/

EXTRA INFO: Bring a new and unwrapped toy to donate. 
Each adult will receive a complimentary mimosa and each child 
will receive complimentary hot cocoa in exchange for your 

donation. Limited one toy per person.

Saturday, Dec. 9; 8am-11:30am
Lake Jackson Volunteer Fire Department (11310 Coles Dr., 
Manassas)
Breakfast will be $5 per person, kids under 3 eat free. 
Santa and his Fire Pup will arrive by fire truck at 0900 sharp! 

Saturday, Dec. 9; 9am-11am
Piney Branch Elementary School (8301 Linton Hall Rd, Bristow)
New Life Christian Church Linton Hall Campus is sponsoring 
a fun-filled event for the whole family. Families will be able to 
meet and take photos with Santa, enjoy a delicious breakfast, 
make some adorable crafts, jump in a moon bounce and have 
loads of fun all for free.
http://newlife.church/breakfast-with-santa/

MEET AND GREAT WITH SANTA
Santa will be dropping by many malls and markets this 

month. Here are a few places where you can chat with Kris 
Kringle and pass along your wish list:

Saturday, Nov. 25 through Saturday, Dec. 23
Merrifield Garden Center (6895 Wellington Rd, Manassas)
At story time with Santa, the children can hear stories from 
Santa, share their wish lists, carol together, and take a photo 
with Santa.

• Tuesdays – Fridays: 4pm, 5:30 pm, and 7:00 pm
• Saturdays: 12:30 pm, 2 pm, 4pm, 5:30pm and 7pm
• Sundays: 1pm, 2:30pm, 4:30pm and 6pm

Admission is free, but reservations are required at https://
www.merrifieldgardencenter.com/santa/. If you’re able, please 
give a donation that will be contributed to the Sweet Julia 
Grace Foundation and help Santa with his mission trip to Haiti.

Weekends between Dec. 2 and Dec. 17, 10am-5pm
Nokesville, Va., Fire Department (NVFD) has been in contact 
with the North Pole again this year. After some intense 
negotiations with the scheduling elves, and some bribery 
consisting of the promise of hot cocoa and warm, oven 
baked cookies, the 2017 route is confirmed. Once again, local 
firefighters will be escorting Santa to meet boys and girls in 
Nokesville, Bristow and Gainesville. For a detailed schedule, 
go to  https://www.nvfdrs.org/apps/public/news/newsView.
cfm?News_ID=163 

The escorts ask that parents keep an eye on children and not 
let them enter the street or chase after the apparatus. 

Sunday, Dec. 10, 1pm-4pm
Gray Ghost Vineyards (14706 Lee Highway, Amissville)
Children of all ages are invited to bring their wish lists to share 
with Santa. Free gift for each child. Cameras encouraged. Free.
www.grayghostvineyards.com

Sunday, Dec. 17, 2pm-5pm
Buckland Farm Market (4484 Lee Highway, New Baltimore)
Meet Santa, and bring your camera.
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When it comes to something as important as your 
home, it pays to work with a real estate professional 

who understands what matters most to you and 
your family and is committed to doing what is best.  
Susan Welsh is a Certified Residential Specialist, 

a designation held by only 3% of all Realtors 
nationwide. While accentuating the positive, Susan is 
dedicated to giving her all throughout your Northern 

Virginia home purchase or sale.  Just read what 
some of Susan’s satisfied clients are saying about 

her service:
 

‘Tis the Season…To Give Back! 

Come Join Me At My 

Local Charity Gift Wrap Party 
December 16th, 2017 from 10am until 4pm 

 Long and Foster, Gainesville 
7526 Limestone Drive, Gainesville, VA 20155

Festivities will include…

100% of every voluntary donation will be distributed evenly between two 
wonderful, local charities: 

the Sweet Julia Grace Foundation, 
Supporting the nonmedical needs of seriously ill, special needs, and children in medical crisis. 

Payton’s Project,
Committed to building a community free from bullying through education, hope, help, and support. 

 Gift Wrapping of your boxed and labeled gift
 “While You Wait” and “Drop Off” service available
 Pictures with Santa from 2 pm until 4pm
 Children's Craft Table
 Raffles * Prizes
 Snacks
 A Jolly Good Time for All

For Event Updates Check: 

*https://www.facebook.com/
susan.welsh.52687 

*www. susanwelsh.lnf.com
*Or call me directly,

703-585-9701

FOR ALL YOU HOME ELECTRICAL NEEDS, 
CALL 703-594-3913!

IT RUNS IN OUR FAMILY, IT WILL RUN IN YOURS.

po box 164 nokesville va 20182

More than three dozen elementary students took to the stage Wednesday, 
Oct. 25, proving that Glenkirk’s Got Talent! The two-hour show, sponsored 
by the Parent Teacher Organization (PTO), featured musicians, dancers, a 
beatboxer, a Tae Kwon Do demonstration and more. 

“I always hope for kids to step outside the box,” said Samantha Fulda, the 
fourth-year talent show committee chair. “I’m always looking for the kid who 
is a little bit different or unique to have a moment to shine. Those are the 
performances the audience loves and remembers.”

Glenkirk’s Got Talent!
By Marianne Weaver
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2500
NEIGHBORS 

OF LAKE MANASSAS


